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further North, to the land of six months' darkness*
but he had to give up his intention ** on account
of the enormous difficulties it involved and
the little profit it promised." He noted, however,
some interesting details about the fur traffic with
the Esquimaux, and the dog sledges with which
they travelled in those frozen regions. He was twice
in the Southern hemisphere, penetrating both times
as far as the ninth degree of South latitude. Once
he crossed the Equator to go to Zanzibar and Kilwa
on the East coast of Africa, and again when he visit-
ed Sumatra and Java on his way to China. There
were then no centres of population further South.
In Africa he not only traversed the whole of
the North coast, and the East coast as far as there
were any centres of civilisation, but also crossed
the Sahara into Central Africa. He visited Tim*
buctu and the region of the Nigpr, which he
mistook for the Nile. His description of these
regions and of the manners and customs of their
peoples has s been amply confirmed by later
travellers.
In Europe he visited those parts which were
open to him. Spain was then the scene of a relent-
less war between the Christians and the Muslims,
and Gibraltar itself had been threatened by the
enemies of the Arabs. But the Shaikh visited the
kingdom of Andalusia, including its capital Granada.
In Prance, Sicily, and Italy, the conflict liad long
since ended in the disappearance of the Arabs,
and no Arab could safely hare shown himself in